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PRIORITIES

Session copy
INTRODUCTION

As an ad hoc committee convened by the General Service of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation to clarify a number of objectives and reframe the JPIC Vision and Mission Statements, as well as to define a number of priorities, we believe that one of the biggest challenges today is to live in right relationship among ourselves, with all peoples and with the whole of creation in a sustainable and reverent manner. 

Reaffirming JPIC ministry and all the initiatives to date, we propose the following priorities:
ECOLOGICAL AND ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY

Committed to the cause of the poor in an unequal, unjust and devastating world, we Oblates understand that economic and ecological sustainability means a just and respectful process between humanity and creation, which can be maintained in the long term:

Recognizing that the actual social, political, economic and cultural structures have caused a breakdown  in the integral relation that must exist between the elements of nature, including human beings;

Recognizing also that the actual economic system is creating an ever growing division between rich and poor both at the inter-personal level and between nations;

We recommend that we work towards a style of life that will assure

1. an integral relation between humanity and nature

2. the protection of the ecology

3. a sustainable economy

4. ethical and responsible investments
HUMAN RIGHTS

As Oblates with a mission to work with the most abandoned in whatever form or situation, we affirm that every person is created in the image and likeness of God. We are committed to work especially in promoting the rights of all people, as individuals and as communities, with special emphasis on Indigenous Peoples and migrants. All people should be respected and have access to basic human needs such as land, water, shelter and education, in addition to the free exercise of civic, political and cultural rights, religious freedom and to have a healthy community to live in.

RECONCILIATION

Through a commitment to Reconciliation that includes the following steps:

1.Identifying and acknowledging the nature of the historical divisions and animosity which exists between regions, countries, ethnic and racial groups and 

2. Exploring opportunities and learning tools and processes that can make a positive contribution to the peacemaking process

This commitment includes the following actions:

That the general council create a team of Oblates and laity that could be assembled to be a resource for Oblates and others for the work of reconciliation especially in zones of conflict where Oblates are working.

That specific training in the work of conflict resolution and reconciliation at the social and political levels, for instance between ethnic and racial groups, be included in the initial and ongoing formation curriculum.

That training also includes the rupture that has been identified and recognized between humankind and the earth in various and sundry situations and contexts.
EDUCATION

We consider the promotion of basic literacy and educational processes to be fundamental in involving people in their search for greater dignity and opportunities.

FORMATION

We have reaffirmed the priority of JPIC in many General Chapters and declared in our Constitutions and Rules that “action on behalf of Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation is an integral part of evangelization” we believe that preparation and updating for this dimension of our mission should be included in all of our formation programs. This includes the different stages of initial formation, ongoing formation and leadership training programs that are planned at different levels of the congregation.  
We also consider that people deserve the right to assume responsibility along with Oblates as an integral part of our mission. Catholic Social teaching needs to be an integral part of formation programs for the laity.
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